The Problem of Forgiveness


Matthew 6:12 “Forgive us our ________________, as we also have ____________________ those who sin against us.”


The ________________ human response to hurt or injustice is a desire for ___________________ and ____________________.


Forgiveness is the ___________________ human response of ___________________ our reasonable right to treat the offender the way we were ____________________.

Why does God desire us to learn to forgive?

1. Forgiveness reflects the ________________ of God.
Romans 5:8 “While we were yet ____________________, Christ _____________________ for us.”

2. Without learning to __________________, we cannot truly live as Jesus’ _______________________.
Ephesians 4:32 “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as _____________________________has forgiven you.”

3. Learning to forgive allows us to ____________________ the ___________________ Jesus came to give.

John 10:10 Jesus came to give us _____________________ life.



What forgiveness is not:

1. Forgiveness does not pronounce the guilty person ___________________ and the victim _____________________.
2. Forgiveness does not ___________________ wrong-doers from the ___________________________ of their actions.

3. Forgiveness does not ________________________ result in _________________________________.

4. Forgiveness does not mean _________________________ the wrongdoing.

When we don’t _________________ to and feel _______________ to forgive, God gives us the __________________ and ______________ to forgive (Phil. 2:13).

Forgiveness is both a ____________________ and a _________________

If we don’t want to forgive, we can ask God to create in us the _______________________ to forgive. 

And if we feel unable to forgive, we can ask God to _________________ forgive.

God forgives our ____________________ to fully forgive because He knows that forgiveness is a _____________________.

Forgiveness is a daily _________________________ discipline.
